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Docket No. L-00000F-01-U117/ o N ,

(Case No. 117)
Dea Vi, McNeil:
INTRODUCTION

£ Semnen Enarov Regource {"Sgﬁqp ") It is nccasioned b\l the

This letter is written on empra Energy Resources ("sempra’). 1t 1s 0ccasione
Janguage of Condition No. i6 of the Decision and Certificate of Environmental \,wuyaubuu,
("CEC")issued by the Anz a Power Plant and Transmission Line Siting Committee on November
15, 2001 It is Sempra’ demtandmz that the aforesaxd Decision and CEC conditions will be
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etter is to advise the Commission in advance of certain concemns Sempra has

E_-.g_t language of condition No. 16, and problems and potential jurisdictional conflicts
£eloe 1". & vormaing unchanosd  Some hackeround information in that revaxd
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In November 2000, Sempra Energy Resources (SER) submitted a request to SDG&E to sponsor an
Southwest Powerlink (SWPL). SWPL contains three line

1 the South
00 %V North Gila-Imperial Valley 500kV and Imperial Valley-

'
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sections: Paio Verde - Noith Gila 5¢ 5
Miguel 500 kV. In January 2001, Sempra Energy Resources (SER) su‘a“a‘ cd arequest to Southem
California Edison (SCE) to sponsor an upgrade of the series capacitor on Paio Verde-Devers 5G0kV.

system is similar to a requesi for inicrconnection o a gencrator. When the request is received by the

The FERC process of spcnsonng a t&.smlssio.. upgradeona pecxﬁc Transmission Owner’s (TO)
- Y- c“
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. TO, it is “date-stamped" and put in the TO’s interconnection queue A higher position in the gucuc

grants a higher priority. For example, if another party were to put an upgrade request for the same
transmxss{nn hnnlfnt‘shhl nnmdg even a dav aﬁer thc ﬁl’St DarW the ﬁrst Darty hOldS the nght to
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make those upgrades if deaaeu and receive the “m'!a!ed Firm Tfﬂmmmcmn Rights (FTR) if

applicable. FTR will be granted when the upgrad of &
increase of the transfer capability of an established WSCC patn rating (East of the River - Path 45}

in thic cage,

The study “process”’ for a iransmission iine /facility spcnscred upgrade as for a generation

interconnection starts with a System Impact Study. Currenily, SDG&E and SCE (the transmissi
owners of SWPL and Palo Verde-Devers, respectively) are in the process of finalizing the System
‘*npac! Study scope, Since any increase in the East-of-River Dath ratmg will require final approva'l
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from the Westem Arca Transmission System (WATS) Committee, Sempra is working very closely

with them in the initiai phase so mosi of their concerns can be addressed upfrm The proposed
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schedule shows that the study will be finalized and sent out for comments in June 2002.
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DISCUSSION

The current language of Condition No. 16, on its face, suggesis a iack of understanding on the pazt
of the Siting Committee of the above-described FERC process for sponsoring a transmission
upgrnrlw and/er an unawareness of the process currently underway for the Palo Verde - North Gila
500 kV line and S .:n:uxpua s m‘v’Oi‘v’Cm“nt in that process. Thie 18 ngrh:mt hecanse the Sltlng
Commintee was not apprised of these maiters during the hearings in Case No. 117, Inany event, in

order to avoid jurisdictional conflicts between the Commission and FERC, § Sempra wanited io bring
this matter to the Commission’s attention.

Sempra believes ihe putential for such jurisdictional conflict can be aveoided by 2dding languageto
T LD

Condition No. 16 stating that nothing in that paragraph is intended to (i) prevmpi FERC urisdiction
as to either interconnection or transmission service or (ii) grant Duke a priority in either service.
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hopes the foregoing praves to be useful for the Commission, and that Sempra’s
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Lauric A. Woodall
Thnmas A. Campbell
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